
Abstract 

Interpreters have argued that, in the Socratic dialogues, awareness of 

ignorance concerning virtue is necessary and sufficient to motivate characters 

to engage in inquiry. This interpretation has shaped our understanding of the 

goals and scope of Socrates’ method for, if awareness of ignorance concerning 

value ipso facto motivates someone to inquire, then the immediate goal of 

Socratic conversation must simply be to show interlocutors that they lack 

knowledge about value. I argue that in a series of Socratic dialogues, awareness 

of ignorance fails to motivate interlocutors to inquire. The Alciabides, in 

particular, supports the view that in addition to recognizing one's ignorance, 

having an independent commitment, drive, and resolve to know what is good is 

necessary to prompt inquiry. Socrates' protreptic conversations, then, aim to 

do more than merely show others that they lack knowledge.  

 

BIO: Patricia Marechal is assistant professor at the University of California, San 

Diego and affiliate faculty of the UCSD Classical Studies Program and the Center 

for Hellenic Studies. Her work explores the intersection of ethics, moral 

psychology, and epistemology in the works of Plato and Aristotle, with a 

particular focus on the nature and role of appetites, spirited motivations, and 

intellect. She also works in the history of Greco-Roman medicine, and has 

written on Galen’s views on psychology and teleology.  


